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“The spare text knits a tapestry of gentle, joyous scenes. ...Hall’s digital artwork employs a bold
palette on white and soft- to deep-blue backgrounds, accentuating the text’s warmly affectionate
tone. ...A haunting journey through autumn and a lovely triumph.” -- Kirkus Reviews (starred
review)
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Kirkus Reviews
"There's a lot of learning packed into this little book, making it adaptable to many settings.”

The Pirate Tree
"For preschoolers, Zebrowska’s charming but simple text serves to introduce young children to color words and words
about emotions. It would be a real treat for any preschool, day care center, or home library.”
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Where Are We Sleeping Today?
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A is for Ox (Original title in Dutch: A is van Os)

Original and publishing language: i #1:& | /E%& : Text - Bette Westera, Concept and illustrations - Autobahn | R~t:24
x24cm, 80E, ¥4 | FEk:5,310, FEE:19.99 Euro, 2018F H ik
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Table of Content:

A. Back in time

Our letters-p. 9

From drawings to letters - p. 12

With a caravan through the desert - p. 14
How it went on - p. 20

B. All letters in a row

The alphabet fromAto Z-p. 24

These weren't all letters, were they? - p. 62
C. Letters aren't everything, either
What does this say? - p. 70

The Story Continues - p. 74

Get started yourself - p. 76

About the authors - p. 79

Authors Bio:

Autobahn is a design studio from Utrecht.

B2 MMEESAT ? #Ret TELEFHE?

Autobahn#[IBette Westera F{REIE| F A& =r0tH £ K, ARBFE1H
SE T RAMFFERMMIREASERKE, RIZEEEENE MR
IRIFHERAITRELEE, RAI LA BEME T EERNFE,
K&
RIGAEEEREERN, RERME, ERFHEEHEMEemojizk
EiaE A, BR EHMIR50002 FRTHIE L EEM—KRIEE,

Fh PR EE ? AL AR RApple, MEOX BTEAEZE

—AEAMAFHBEENEFEFLE. FHINTFEE,

Owners and designers Maarten Dullemeijer and Rob Stolte have presented commercial and self-initiated
projects with exhibitions in China, Spain, Belgium, Peru and the Netherlands. Besides working for clients, the
two always develop autonomous projects, such as FreshFonts: fonts made of toothpaste (Heldentica),
ketchup (Tomatica) and hair gel (Gelvetica), a typography quiz



and a sustainability platform for designers. Their work has been crowned with six European Design Awards.

The initiative for A van Os originated from the ideas of Autobahn: text is image. Text can be both an
illustration and an information carrier. The reader can then decide: «Should | read the text or look at the
image?» We can not read a text and look at an image at the same time.

Autobahn calls this Pleasant Confusion and thus plays in their designs. When

the son of Stolte started writing letters at the age of four, the decision was made quickly to make a children’s
book. Because everyone who learns to write must know where our letters come from. And that A is not at all
from Apple, but for Ox!

Bette Westera writes poems, songs, stories and informative books for children.

Doodgewoon (Gottmer, 2014) was awarded the Woutertje Pieterse Prize, the Golden Granger and the Golden
Poetry Medal.

Other well-known books by Bette are All hands on deck, Hero on socks, Poor Empire (a reading and listening
fairy tale) and Was the earth once flat? Together with guitarist Diederik van Essel, Bette gives musical
performances with her books. «Write only about things you understand,» Bette says on her website. «Even
for a completely self-made story about pirates or cowboys, you need to know something about pirates or
cowboys.»

When Autobahn asked her to write the text for a book about the origins of our alphabet, she put that
self-written rule to its heels. | have never done it, so | think | can do it, she decided, entirely in the spirit of
Pippi Longstocking. And she started writing about something she knew very little about. Not immediately
with success, but fortunately Egyptologist Ben Haring from Leiden University was helping her. She is now a
lot wiser!

Marketing:

e Animation (Dutch): https://vimeo.com/273761873
e Making of: https://vimeo.com/279062829

Ratings:
e ‘5outof5stars’ Volkskrant newspaper
e ‘Ahighly original book about the emergence of our alphabet in a tight and inventive design
’ / Trouw newspaper
e ‘Abigten’/The Happy Reader
e ‘The origin of letters - what a good idea for a children’s book! ’ / NRC newspaper
Reviews:

Volkskrant


https://vimeo.com/273761873
https://vimeo.com/279062829
https://www.volkskrant.nl/beter-leven/het-verhaal-van-ons-alfabet-is-vaker-verteld-en-in-beeld-gebracht-maar-zelden-zo-inspirerend-als-hier-vijf-sterren~b2e10217/
https://www.trouw.nl/
https://www.thehappyreader.com/
https://www.nrc.nl/

Ais not at all for ‘apple’, but for ‘ox’. Most gymnasians know that. But what about the other eighteen letters
that form the basis of our alphabet through Greek and Latin? The D is from ‘door’. The E of ‘Hey, you there!’,
The L is a rope to tie the donkey to a post and the M is for ‘water’. Just look, then you’ll see it.

To immediately remove the impression that A is for Ox, from the writer Bette Westera and the graphic agency
Autobahn, only exists for prospective scientists: that is not the case. The Autobahn professional lettermakers
found an ingenious way to shape the letter evolution from Proto-Sinaitic to Greek and Latin. By dividing each
letter into two parts, the one orange and the other colored blue, the development through thousands of
years of writing history can easily be traced back.

Once you have seen the little arms of the person who calls ‘Hey you there’, you will always recognize them in
the E. And the H is of course a ‘fence’, what could it be otherwise? Westera tells a micro-story of one sentence
accompanying each letter. About caravans and deserts, rivers that bring fertile silt, oxen that help to plough
the tough clay, pins that help keep a tent upright. Thus each letter represents a case that was of vital
importance in ancient times.

There is no big difference, says Westera, between the origin of letters and the pictures people use today to
express what they find important during the app. The story of our alphabet has been told and shown more
often. But rarely as inspiring as here.

Pjotr van Lenteren 24 August 2018, 15:00

Awards:

e Aisvan Os has earned Type Directors Club award for typographic excellence and is
traveling in exhibitions to Vietnam, Cambodia, Canada, Germany, France, USA, Australia
etc.

e The publication is nominated for the ADCN Dutch Creativity Award.

e The publication is also nominated for a European Design Award.
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